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Shelby couple’s dream for one-of-

a-kind chapel turns into reality

If the hills near Willow Creek Glass Chapel could talk,
they’d probably agree, “Less is more”. That’s because this
glass chapel in rural Shelby relies less on opulence and more
on simplicity.

Owners Peg and Gene McCool said when they were
designing their one-of-a-kind glass chapel, they decided to
make it practical, yet elegant. “We want the wedding party
to stand out; it’s their day, and we want it to meet all their
expectations.” said Peg. “We offer a clean canvas and let the
couple paint the picture.”

The glass chapel that sits less than 4 mile from the
McCool’s home is nestled next to Willow Creek, with trees,
winding paths, iron gazebos and a wooden bridge that leads
to the chapel. Inside there is a 40-foot high ceiling, room to
seat 175-200 guests in antiqued pews, and scenery that can’t
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If First National Merchant Solutions can't increase your revenue
through better payment processing, we will pay you $100!

We are constantly looking for ways to help our business customers
increase their propts. Through our relationship with First National
Merchant Solutions you may be entitled to discounted rates on all of your
credit and debit card processing needs.

Call Todd Richardson 755-5112 to pnd out how you can join your fellow
business owners who are already saving with this program.

be matched anywhere in lowa
through the chapel’s 360-degree
views from the windows.

The McCools never dreamed
they’d be in the wedding busi-
ness. Both of them are native to
the Shelby area, but until 1993
they were living in Montana. The
farm they now reside on belonged
to Peg’s grandparents. When
the farm was put up for sale, the
couple wanted to keep it in the
family so they purchased it and
moved back to Iowa.

The idea to build a glass chapel
came to them when they wit-
nessed their niece’s wedding at
a chapel in Missouri. Soon after
that experience they began putting
together ideas to design their own.
Peg quotes, “We wanted our area
brides to also have the chance to
experience their dream wedding.”

Having some construction
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experience, the McCools decided to first
build a building specifically for the bride
featuring a large elegant dressing room,
one private and one public restroom.
After they finished construction on that,
they decided the task of building the
actual chapel was too daunting and time
restraining for them to do alone so they
hired Leinen Construction to build it.
There was a little pressure to get done
in a timely manner because before the
chapel was even built they had already
booked two weddings. They managed to
get the chapel finished just in time and
hosted their first wedding in October of
last year.

The McCools describe most of their
interested couples as people who are up
for something different, or want an out-
side wedding but don’t trust the weather
in Jowa. Many of those who have
booked are from the Omaha, Council
Bluffs and even Lincoln areas. “A lot of
the bookings are second marriages and
often involve their kids in the wedding
ceremony,” she said. “Most individuals
who come here want an alternative to the
traditional church and they’re looking for
something unique,” Peg said. “Once they
come out here and see it for themselves,
they are usually sold.”

Their schedule for this year is fill-
ing up quickly with August, September
and October almost completely booked.
“We’ve had to double up on some week-
ends, but there are still dates available for
2007 and 2008,” she said.

There are 30 Iowa native grasses
around the chapel area and Gene recently
had 3500 trees planted with the assis-
tance of the Harrison County RCS. Deer
and birds can be seen in their natural set-
ting. Nearby creek, woods, native flowers

and birds all add to the ambiance that’s
unique to Willow Creek. Future plans for
the chapel include a three-tiered deck, a
walking bridge across the creek with a
gazebo on the other side, and a little more
landscaping.

The McCools describe Shelby County
State Bank employee Jim Zimmerman as
their loan officer and friend since the be-
ginning of the project. “Jim has a way of
making you feel at ease,” Peg said. “We
love him and he’ll always make you feel
so comfortable. “Jim saw and understood
the vision that we had with the chapel
from the very beginning. “He treats us
well and he’s always gone above and
beyond for us,” she said, “I really can’t
say enough about him!”

The McCools describe theirs as a
service that’s still evolving and they try
to think of everything a wedding party
might need. “I think about what I would
have liked to have had when I got mar-
ried,” said Peg. While the couple doesn’t
take on the responsibility as wedding
coordinators, they do enjoy the fact that
they get to be part of each couple’s spe-
cial day. “I had only sons and so maybe
that is why I get so excited with seeing
the brides' faces while they are experienc-
ing their dream ceremony.”

WILLOW CREEK GLASS CHAPEL
4072 325th St.

Shelby, lowa 51570

(712) 483-2435

Visits by appointment only

Available for baptisms, vow re-
newals, funerals & weddings with
prices between $200-$800

Log on to www.willowcreekglass-
chapel.com for details.

SCSB Shows Support for Our
Businesses - 2222 Times!

For the first quarter of the year
(Jan - March), Shelby County State
Bank employees shopped our local
customers a total of 2222 times!

Our staff has a lot of purchasing

power and our employees continue to
support our customers first. You give
us your business and we’ll give you
ours!

Shelby County State Bank
(712) 755-5112 and
1-800-574-3531
XPRESS BANKING:
Local 755-7921;
Others 1-888-755-5112
Web Page: www.scsbnet.com

HARLAN LOCATIONS

Dwtn. Bank ...... (712) 755-5112
508 Court Street - P. O. Box 29
Harlan, IA 51537-0029

Lobby ............... (712) 755-5112
Mon. - Thurs. 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Drive-In ............ (712) 755-5112

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12 Noon

West Branch ....(712) 755-7671
2010 23rd Street, Harlan, 1A 51537

Mon. - Thurs.  7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

Friday 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Saturday 7:30 AM - 12 Noon
ELKHORN ............ (712) 764-5067

4039 Main Street, Elk Horn, IA 51531
Lobby and Drive-In

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM -11:00 AM
PANAMA ............... (712) 489-2424
102 Main Street, Panama, IA 51562
Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM -11:00 AM

PORTSMOUTH .....(712) 743-2715

111 Main Street, Portsmouth, 1A 51565

Mon. - Thurs. 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM

Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 8:00 AM -11:00 AM
IRWIN .................... (712) 782-3155

512 Ann Street, Irwin, 1A 51446

Mon. - Thurs.  8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM -11:00 AM
SHELBY ............... (712) 544-2626
425 East Street, Shelby, IA 51570
Lobby
Mon. - Friday  8:30 AM - 3:00 PM
Saturday 8:30 AM -12 Noon
Drive-In
Mon. - Friday  8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday 8:00 AM - 12 Noon

24 Hour Depository at all locations

24 Hour XPress Banking by telephone

- Locally at (712) 755-7921
all others 1-888-755-5112

24 HOUR ATM MACHINES at the follow-
ing locations:

Member

mic =

Dwtn. Bank and West Branch in Harlan
Elk Horn Bank

Taylor Oil Station, Shelby Exit,

Interstate 80

Panama Bank

I H
ER




