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Good conversation and a great haircut -
both can be found at two Harlan barber shops

LBD'S
BARBER
SHOP

Through the years a barber’s basic tools have remained un-
changed: the sink with the neck depression, a hand-powered swivel
chair and a jar of combs bathing in Barbasol.

What has changed over the years for local barber Leo Goeser
has been the amount of competition in the field. When he first
opened up his barbershop in 1957, there were at least ten full-time
barbers in Harlan compared to only two today (one other being
part-time).

Most barbers of the past have hung up their trademark clippers
or simply died out. However, the overall demand for barbers hasn’t
been what it used to be either. Leo feels part of the reason for that
is due to a certain stigma that was created almost forty years ago.

“When long hair started coming in style for young men in the
late 60’s, the dads protested so the mother's started taking their
sons to their hairstylists,” he said. The belief was that barbers only
produced short cuts and wouldn’t know how to work with the long
hairstyles. So, Leo used that as an opportunity to take some extra
classes on how to cut those trendy male locks and stay a step ahead
of his competition.

For Leo, becoming a barber wasn’t a career he initially consid-
ered. After graduating high school in Harlan, serving time in the
Army and trying his hand at various jobs, it took the encourage-
ment of a good friend to attend barber school. He attended classes
for six months and completed an 18-month apprenticeship before
obtaining his barber license.

— Continued on back
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Growing up on the shy side, Ryan Petersen wouldn’t have
thought he would ‘make the cut’ as a barber.

“I used to work in the back room of my parents’ hardware
store,” he said. “When they finally made me come out front I had
to talk to people quite a bit more and that’s when I started to come
out of my shell.” Talking to him today, you wouldn’t believe this
22-year-old was ever bashful.

Ryan was born in Harlan and graduated high school in Denison.
“I held a couple jobs after that, but decided I needed something
beyond living paycheck to paycheck,” he said. He had been cutting
his dad’s hair for years and decided that was something he was
capable of doing. He graduated this past April from the American
College of Hairstyling in Des Moines. When his classmates asked
why he wanted to set up shop outside of the city he replied, “I
guess I’'m just a small-town guy”.

His new business “Ryan’s Barber Shop” opened at 1118 Morn-
ingview Drive, formerly the Foot & Ankle Clinic. He said he’s had
few appointments since opening in early June, yet has still had a
steady workload because most of his customers are walk-ins. “Men
don’t want to take a lot of time,” he said. “They usually say they
just want the hair off their ears and neck.”

Ryan explained the basic difference between a barber and a
cosmetologist is that a barber can do face shaves and a cosmetolo-
gist can do nails. However, today’s barbers are often also licensed

to color, bleach or highlight hair. In many cases men who choose to
— Continued on back
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